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The Parish Office 

The Parish Priest will as usual be in attendance in the Parish Office on Mondays, 
from 10 am until 1pm. 
 
This Parish Newsletter is also uploaded weekly to the Parish website. 
Contact the editor at: c.hartley451@btinternet.com or via the Parish Office. 
 

Parish Contact details 
Parochial Administrator: Fr Matthew MADEWA 
                                             01304 374870  
Presbytery:                     149 St. Richard’s Road        
                                        Mongeham, Deal, Kent, CT14 9LD  
 
Organist:  Colin Hartley, B.Mus, ARCM  
Safeguarding Officer:        Mrs Maxine Moyle – 07746949899 
SVP contact:    07956431132 
Parish Office e-mail:          mongeham@rcaos.org.uk 
Parish Website:                  www.catholicmas.com 
St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School: www.stmarysdeal.co.uk 
Head Teacher:                    Mrs. Maria Pullen   
   

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Sunday: 8:30 - 8:50 am at St. Andrew’s Sandwich, or by request (please contact 
the Parish Office) 
 
Please note that there will no confession before the evening Mass on Saturday. It 
will therefore take place immediately after morning Mass on Saturday or at 
request.    
We sincerely appreciate everyone who supports the mission of Christ in our Parish 
with their Time, Treasure and Talent. Remain blessed. 
 
If you know any member of our Parish who cannot come to Church and 
does not have the opportunity to receive the Holy Communion, please do 
not hesitate to contact the Parish Office. 
 
Forms are still available at the back of the church for the ongoing 
planned giving initiative. 
 
 

 
ST JOHN THE EVANGLIST 

CATHOLIC CHURCH MONGEHAM 
AND 

ST ANDREW’S SANDWICH 
Catholic Archdiocese of Southwark 

Welcome to our Parish this 
27th November 2022 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
(Year A) 

 
Mass Intentions 

Saturday 5.30 pm: Peter Stevens is praying for the 
happy repose of Eva Stevens 

 
9 am at St Andrew’s: Veronica O’Brien is praying for the 

happy repose of the soul of Diana Phillips 
 

Sunday 11 am: Mrs Tinyan Obasuyi is praying for the 
happy repose of Mr and Mrs Obasuyi Ehigie and  

Amadin Obasuyi; 
The happy repose of the soul of Frank Duff and departed 

legionaries 
 

Mass times next week: 
Monday 28th November: 9 am at St John’s 

Tuesday 29th November: 11.15 am at the Convent 
Wednesday 30th November: 9 am at St John’s 

Saturday 3rd December: 9 am at St John’s 
and 5.30 pm  

Sunday 4th December: 9 am at St Andrew’s  
and 11 am at St John’s  
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ADVENT: WE WAIT FOR YOU LORD!!! 

 
Beloved in Christ 
The precious moment that gives us the opportunity to await the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ at Christmas is here. 
 
Advent is the period leading up to Christmas. It starts on the Sunday nearest to 30 
November and ends on the fourth Sunday before 25 December. 
 
Advent has a twofold character: as a season to prepare for Christmas when Christ's 
first coming to us is remembered and the season when that remembrance directs 
the minds and hearts to await Christ's Second Coming at the end of time. Advent is 
thus a period for devout and joyful expectation 
 
As from this Sunday, our liturgy changes, ranging from the many differences we 
shall notice; firstly: our liturgical colour (purple). The colour rose may be used, 
where it is the practice, on Gaudete Sunday (Third Sunday of Advent). Secondly 
our liturgical songs should be solemn.  And thirdly the Sundays of this season are 
named the First, Second, Third, and Fourth Sundays of Advent. 
 
Notably again, Advent begins with Evening Prayer I of the Sunday falling on or 
closest to 30 November and ends before evening prayer I of Christmas. 
 
Dearest people of God, let us make good use of this precious season as we await 
the coming of our Lord Jesus, and let us not forget to extend our hands of 
fellowship too to those in need. 
 May the coming of Christ at Christmas bring us many blessings. 
 
Remain blessed 
Rev.Fr. Matthew ‘Gbenga MADEWA 
 

From the Parish Priest 
 
I wish to thank the Parishioners who supported the special collection towards the 
maintenance of our Church building last week. This will always take place on 
every third Sunday of the month. Remain blessed. 
 
Please take note that today is the last Sunday of the month of November. I use this 
medium to remind those who have not submitted the names of their deceased loved 
ones to do so. Remember, the Church encourages each member of the faithful to 
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pray and offer Masses for the repose of the souls of our loved ones especially 
during the month of November. Remember to drop the envelope(s) in the box 
provided at the foot of the Sanctuary. 
 
Our area bishop has confirmed that he will be available to come and administer the 
Sacrament of Confirmation in our Parish on the 4th JUNE  2023. Those who are 
willing to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation should please contact the Parish 
Office.  
 
The Farewell get together for Deacon Gerald Watkins will take place on Sunday 
4th December at 12.15pm in the Parish Hall. Please let us make it a date; all are 
invited. 
 
We are all encouraged to support the SVP in their annual appeal. 
 
The Parish Priest would like to meet with the RED BOX LOCAL SECRETARY 
OF THE PARISH. 
 
If you are willing to support the Parish towards the decoration of the Church for 
Christmas, please contact the Parish Office.  
 
Fr Matthew MADEWA 
 

A message from Bishop Paul 
 

A free short reflection brought to you each day of Advent: 
 
Advent can be such a busy demanding time, but we encourage you to make some 
space to reflect and pray this advent. Sign up for our free Southwark 
Diocesan ‘daily advent reflections’ to aid your prayer. 
 
Every day during advent you will receive an email with a very brief thought for the 
day based on the daily reading. It is an opportunity to listen to Gods invitation to 
you this advent. All you have to do is sign up and then set aside a couple of 
minutes each day to reflect! Sign up via the Commission web 
site: http://www.southwarkdsc.org.uk/ clicking on the Advent Reflection box.  
 

The history of Advent 
The season of Advent (from the Latin: adventus: coming) is peculiar to the 
Western churches, despite originally occurring the in the East; it appears that after  
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the Council of Ephesus in 431 sermons on Sundays before Christmas were devoted 
to the Annunciation. 
 
The earliest reference occurs in the institution of a fast before Christmas by Bishop 
Perpetuus of Tours around 480. 
 
A six-week season was adopted in Milan, but there was no mention of Advent in 
Rome until the sixth century when it was reduced by Pope Gregory the Great to 
four weeks. 
 
In many homes and churches there are simple devotions associated with an 
evergreen wreath in which four candles are inserted and lit each week as a symbol 
of the coming Light of the World. 
 

Saints this week 
 

Francis Xavier 1506-1552 (3rd Dec) 
From a wealthy Spanish family, he studied at university in Paris where he met 
Ignatius Loyola, and with five others they took monastic vows together in 
Montmartre, becoming the first Jesuits. 
He visited Rome and in 1540, when the Pope gave official approval to the Society 
of Jesus, he was sent to the East Indies; a journey lasting thirteen months. He made 
his base on Goa, also visiting India, Sri Lanka and Malasia as well as Japan. He 
died while waiting to fulfil an aim to reach China. He is known as the patron of 
Catholic foreign missions. 
 

Organ music at St John’s 
Organ music is not proscribed during Advent, but is expected to reflect the nature 
and mood of the season. 
Prelude: Chorale prelude on ‘Nun komm der Heiden Heiland‘(Come redeemer of 
the race ) – J S Bach.  
Adagio (from sonata in c) – Felix Alexandre Guilmant 
At communion: Chorale Prelude on ‘Es ist ein’ Ros’ entsprungen’(There is a rose 
blooming) – Johannes Brahms. One of very few pieces written by him for organ. 
Postlude: Herr Jesu Christ, dich zu uns wend (Lord Jesus christ, turn to us) – 
Johann Walter. 

 
PRAYER FOR LIGHTING THE CANDLE and Blessing the ADVENT 

WREATH 
Blessing of the Advent Wreath 
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Priest:  our help is in the name of the lord 
All:        Who made heaven and earth. 
Priest:   let us pray: 

Blessed are you, O lord our God, king of the universe. You sent your Son 
to be the light of the world and to spread his light of love to all. 
Bless us and accept + these wreaths of light made from our hands. May 
their ever-increasing brightness be a sign to us of the approaching nearness 
of your Son, that we might prepare in joy for his humble birth in a manger 
and be ready to receive him at his coming again in glory; through the same 
Jesus Christ our lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 

All:  Amen 
 
First Sunday of Advent 
Priest:  we light the candle of promise. God promises through the prophets to send 

a messiah to save all people from sin and sadness. Jesus is the fulfillment 
of these promises. 

All: O Emmanuel, Jesus Christ, desire of every nation, saviour of all people, 
come and dwell among us.  

Priest: Let us pray 
 Arise in your strength, we beseech you, O lord, and come: from the 

dangers which threaten us because of our sins, let your presence be our 
sure defense, your deliverance our safety for evermore. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. 

All:        Amen. 
First reading at Mass 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

The Lord gathers all nations together into the 
eternal peace of God's kingdom 

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
In the days to come 
the mountain of the Temple of the Lord 
shall tower above the mountains 
and be lifted higher than the hills. 
All the nations will stream to it, 
peoples without number will come to it; and they will say: 
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

to the Temple of the God of Jacob 
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that he may teach us his ways 
so that we may walk in his paths; 
since the Law will go out from Zion, 
and the oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem.’ 
He will wield authority over the nations 
and adjudicate between many peoples; 
these will hammer their swords into ploughshares, 
their spears into sickles. 
Nation will not lift sword against nation, 
there will be no more training for war. 
O House of Jacob, come, 
let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 121(122):1-2,4-5,6-9 
I rejoiced when I heard them say: ‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 

I rejoiced when I heard them say: 
‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 

And now our feet are standing 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

I rejoiced when I heard them say: ‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 

It is there that the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the Lord. 

For Israel’s law it is, 
there to praise the Lord’s name. 

There were set the thrones of judgement 
of the house of David. 

I rejoiced when I heard them say: ‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 
For the peace of Jerusalem pray: 

‘Peace be to your homes! 
May peace reign in your walls, 

in your palaces, peace!’ 

I rejoiced when I heard them say: ‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 
For love of my brethren and friends 

I say: ‘Peace upon you!’ 
For love of the house of the Lord 

I will ask for your good. 
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I rejoiced when I heard them say: ‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 
 
Second reading 

Romans 13:11-14 
Our salvation is near 

You know ‘the time’ has come: you must wake up now: our salvation is even 
nearer than it was when we were converted. The night is almost over, it will be 
daylight soon – let us give up all the things we prefer to do under cover of the dark; 
let us arm ourselves and appear in the light. Let us live decently as people do in the 
daytime: no drunken orgies, no promiscuity or licentiousness, and no wrangling or 
jealousy. Let your armour be the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 

Ps84:8 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy 
and give us your saving help. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel 

Matthew 24:37-44 
The Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was in Noah’s day, so will it be when the Son of 
Man comes. For in those days before the Flood people were eating, drinking, 
taking wives, taking husbands, right up to the day Noah went into the ark, and they 
suspected nothing till the Flood came and swept all away. It will be like this when 
the Son of Man comes. Then of two men in the fields one is taken, one left; of two 
women at the millstone grinding, one is taken, one left. 
‘So stay awake, because you do not know the day when your master is coming. 
You may be quite sure of this, that if the householder had known at what time of 
the night the burglar would come, he would have stayed awake and would not have 
allowed anyone to break through the wall of his house. Therefore, you too must 
stand ready because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.’ 
 
Communion Antiphon 

Ps 84: 13 
The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield its increase. 
 


