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The Parish Office 

The Parish Priest will be in the office on Monday from 10 am to 1 pm. 
 
This Parish Newsletter is also uploaded weekly to the Parish website. 
Contact the editor at: c.hartley451@btinternet.com or via the Parish Office. 
 

Parish Contact details 
Parochial Administrator: Fr Matthew MADEWA 
                                             01304 374870  
Presbytery:                     149 St. Richard’s Road        
                                        Mongeham, Deal, Kent, CT14 9LD  
 
Organist:  Colin Hartley, B.Mus, ARCM  
Safeguarding Officer:        Mrs Maxine Moyle – 07746949899 
SVP contact:    07956431132 
Parish Office e-mail:          mongeham@rcaos.org.uk 
Parish Website:                  www.catholicmas.com 
St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School: www.stmarysdeal.co.uk 
Head Teacher:                    Mrs. Maria Pullen   
   

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Sunday: 8:30 - 8:50 am at St. Andrew’s Sandwich, or by request (please contact 
the Parish Office) 
Please note that there will no confession before the evening Mass on Saturday. It 
will therefore take place immediately after morning Mass on Saturday or at 
request.    
We sincerely appreciate everyone who supports the mission of Christ in our Parish 
with their Time, Treasure and Talent. Remain blessed. 
 
If you know any member of our Parish who cannot come to Church and 
does not have the opportunity to receive the Holy Communion, please do 
not hesitate to contact the Parish Office. 
 
Forms are still available at the back of the church for the ongoing 
planned  
giving initiative. 
!
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ST JOHN THE EVANGLIST 
CATHOLIC CHURCH MONGEHAM 

AND 
ST ANDREW’S SANDWICH 

Catholic Archdiocese of Southwark 
Welcome to our Parish this 

26th February 2023 
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

(Year A) 
 
 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday 5.30 pm: The SVP is praying for the happy 

repose of the soul of Ted Bachell 
Sunday 9 am: at St Andrew’s: Praying for the intentions of  

all parishioners as we begin the Lenten season 
Sunday 11 am: The SVP is praying for the wellbeing 

of Kath Ashdon 
 

Mass times next week: 
 

Monday 27th Feb: 9 am at St John’s 
Tuesday 28th Feb: 9.30 am at the Convent 
Wednesday 1st March: 9 am at St John’s 

Saturday 4th March: 9 am at St Johns and 5.30 pm 
Sunday 5th March: 9 am at St Andrew’s and 11am at St John’s 

 
Second collection today 

In aid of the Clergy Support fund 
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From the Parish Priest 
 
Dear people of God, 
 
I welcome you in a special way to this Holy Season of Lent: a season of 
Grace in which we are all expected to look inward to examine our journey 
so far towards the heavenly Jerusalem. 
 
I challenge all of you to make  very good use of this opportunity that the 
Church is giving us. Let us see it as God giving us a second chance to come 
back to Him. 
 
The Church encourages us to do three things: Prayer, Fasting and 
Almsgiving. This is a time to reconcile with God and our Neighbour. Please 
try and visit the sacrament of Penance. (CONFESSION). 
 
Remain blessed. 
 
Fr.Matthew ‘Gbenga MADEWA 
 

Tomorrow (Monday) 
 
is the memorial of Blessed Roger Filcock, martyr. We shall have the 
veneration of his relics on Friday immediately after the stations of the cross. 
 

The Children’s Liturgy 
 
I would like to let you know that the Parish is keen to involve our God-given 
children in the Liturgical life of the Parish. Hence the Children’s Liturgy will 
commence as soon as possible and we hope that this will allow the children to 
participate more actively in the church services. 
 

Confirmation Class 
The Confirmation class continues on Tuesday at 5.15pm in the Parish 
Office.   
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Visit to Walsingham 

 
If you are interested in the trip to Walsingham for a day away on the 25th 
March (Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord), please inform the 
Parish Priest so as to enable us plan adequately with the coach company. 
 

Hymns ancient, hymns modern – update 
 

Two weeks ago we published an announcement about our hymn books – and 
advised as follows: 
We are proposing to replace the ‘blue hymnbook’ with a more concise, and 
possibly more useful and up-to-date Catholic hymnal: Laudate. Fear not: it 
contains most of the hymns we know and love, some we have yet to learn, many of 
the settings of the Mass, psalms, and a few tunes in musical notation. You may 
find that you too will, in due course, be reading music! 
We hope to make this a project for Easter (now just five weeks away), to which 
end we are asking parishioners who are in favour if they will ‘sponsor’ the 
purchase of the new books. 
Each pew edition costs £5.94 and were we initially to order 50 copies for each 
church the cost, with discount, would be 2 x £297. This is, for the church, 
substantial, but not excessive which is why we are asking parishioners for 
donations.  
 
Envelopes will be provided at the back of each church, and if you are willing to 
make a donation towards a copy (or copies), you can do so. If you wish your 
contribution – perhaps £6, or more, or whatever you are able – to be recorded, 
please indicate this in the envelope, or you can donate anonymously. 
 
A copy of the book for your perusal will be available on the table with the 
envelopes. Fr Matthew is keen on the hymnal and familiar with, having used it in 
previous parishes, and the organists are in favour of introducing it. 
 

Lenten Retreat 2023 
for the Parish will take place on Friday 17th March to Sunday 19th March.  
 
There will be Stations of the Cross on Friday at 5pm. 
 



Next week 
you are all invited for coffee and Tea in the Hall after the 11am Mass.  
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Readings at Mass 

First reading 
Genesis 2:7-9,3:1-7 

The Creation, and the sin of our first parents 
The Lord God fashioned man of dust from the soil. Then he breathed into 
his nostrils a breath of life, and thus man became a living being. 

The Lord God planted a garden in Eden which is in the east, and there he 
put the man he had fashioned. The Lord God caused to spring up from the 
soil every kind of tree, enticing to look at and good to eat, with the tree of 
life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the middle of the 
garden. 

Now the serpent was the most subtle of all the wild beasts that the Lord 
God had made. It asked the woman, ‘Did God really say you were not to eat 
from any of the trees in the garden?’ The woman answered the serpent, ‘We 
may eat the fruit of the trees in the garden. But of the fruit of the tree in the 
middle of the garden God said, “You must not eat it, nor touch it, under 
pain of death.”’ Then the serpent said to the woman, ‘No! You will not die! 
God knows in fact that on the day you eat it your eyes will be opened and 
you will be like gods, knowing good and evil.’ The woman saw that the tree 
was good to eat and pleasing to the eye, and that it was desirable for the 
knowledge that it could give. So she took some of its fruit and ate it. She 
gave some also to her husband who was with her, and he ate it. Then the 
eyes of both of them were opened and they realised that they were naked. 
So they sewed fig-leaves together to make themselves loin-cloths. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 50(51):3-6,12-14,17 
Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we have sinned. 
Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. 

In your compassion blot out my offence. 
O wash me more and more from my guilt 

and cleanse me from my sin. 

Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we have sinned. 
My offences truly I know them; 

and my sin is always before me 
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Against you, you alone, have I sinned; 
what is evil in your sight I have done. 

Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we have sinned. 
A pure heart create for me, O God, 

put a steadfast spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence, 

nor deprive me of your holy spirit. 
Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we have sinned. 
Give me again the joy of your help; 

with a spirit of fervour sustain me, 
O Lord, open my lips 

and my mouth shall declare your praise. 
Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

 
Second reading 

Romans 5:12-19 
However great the number of sins committed, grace 

was even greater 
Sin entered the world through one man, and through sin death, and thus 
death has spread through the whole human race because everyone has 
sinned. Sin existed in the world long before the Law was given. There was 
no law and so no one could be accused of the sin of ‘law-breaking’, yet 
death reigned over all from Adam to Moses, even though their sin, unlike 
that of Adam, was not a matter of breaking a law. 
Adam prefigured the One to come, but the gift itself considerably 
outweighed the fall. If it is certain that through one man’s fall so many died, 
it is even more certain that divine grace, coming through the one man, Jesus 
Christ, came to so many as an abundant free gift. The results of the gift also 
outweigh the results of one man’s sin: for after one single fall came 
judgement with a verdict of condemnation, now after many falls comes 
grace with its verdict of acquittal. If it is certain that death reigned over 



everyone as the consequence of one man’s fall, it is even more certain that 
one man, Jesus Christ, will cause everyone to reign in life who receives the 
free gift that he does not deserve, of being made righteous. Again, as one  

6 
man’s fall brought condemnation on everyone, so the good act of one man 
brings everyone life and makes them justified. As by one man’s 
disobedience many were made sinners, so by one man’s obedience many 
will be made righteous 

 
 
Gospel Acclamation 

Mt4:4 
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
Man does not live on bread alone, 
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
 
Gospel 

Matthew 4:1-11 
The temptation in the wilderness 

Jesus was led by the Spirit out into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. He fasted for forty days and forty nights, after which he was very 
hungry, and the tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, 
tell these stones to turn into loaves.’ But he replied, ‘Scripture says: 
Man does not live on bread alone 
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ 
The devil then took him to the holy city and made him stand on the parapet 
of the Temple. ‘If you are the Son of God’ he said ‘throw yourself down; 
for scripture says: 
He will put you in his angels’ charge, 
and they will support you on their hands 
in case you hurt your foot against a stone.’ 
Jesus said to him, ‘Scripture also says: 
You must not put the Lord your God to the test.’ 

Next, taking him to a very high mountain, the devil showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splendour. ‘I will give you all these’ he 
said, ‘if you fall at my feet and worship me.’ Then Jesus replied, ‘Be off, 
Satan! For scripture says: 
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You must worship the Lord your God, 
and serve him alone.’ 
Then the devil left him, and angels appeared and looked after him. 
 
Communion Antiphon 

Mt 4: 4 
One does not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of God. 
 
 
 
 


